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Subject:
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Dear Mr Ruete,
I am writing to you in response to the public consultation launched by DG MOVE1 on "The
provision of EU-wide real-time traffic information services under Directive 2010/40/EU2 (the
"ITS Directive")".
Article 3 of the ITS Directive identifies six priority actions for which the Commission should
adopt specifications and standards. On 15 May 2013, the Commission adopted specifications
for priority actions c) and e) by means of Delegated Regulations. The public consultation
relates to priority action b).
It is likely that the services concerned by priority action b) will be based on the collection of
information from users (e.g. equipment embedded in the car such as the eCall platform, GPS
connected to telecommunication equipment, etc), which may include geo-location data. This
information would clearly relate to individuals who are identified or identifiable. Therefore,
the collection and use of such information would entail the processing of personal data of
individuals within the meaning of Article 2(a) of Directive 95/46/EC.
As a result, the deployment and use of ITS applications and services in respect of priority
action b) must comply with EU data protection law, in particular Directive 95/46/EC and
Directive 2002/58/EC.
The EDPS has, on many occasions, underlined the data protection considerations that must be
taken into account when developing specifications in the field of ITS (see the EDPS Opinion3
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on the ITS Directive and the EDPS formal comments4 on priority actions c) and e) attached).
They include the respect of privacy-by-design at the earliest stage of the design of the services
as well as safeguards on the collection and re-use of location data.
The EDPS therefore recommends that the Commission should take full account of privacy
and data protection requirements in any future specification that may be put forward for
priority action b), so that the design of these services is respectful of individuals’ rights to
privacy and data protection.
The EDPS recalls that he should be consulted prior to the adoption of specifications under the
ITS Directive, pursuant to Article 28(2) of Regulation 45/2001, and he therefore wishes to be
duly involved in the work leading to the adoption of any such specifications.
Yours sincerely,
(signed)
Peter HUSTINX
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