
Flowchart: Are you a processor, a controller, or a joint controller?

Do you determine the purposes and 

means of the processing operation, 

based on a specific legal competence?

1

Yes

No

Do you determine the purposes and 

means of the processing operation, 

based on an implicit competence?
Yes

Do you determine in practice the 

purposes and means of the processing 

operation?

No

Yes
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3

What is the relationship between 

you (A) and the other party (B)?

No

You are a processor

You jointly 

determine the 

purposes and means 

for the processing 

operation with B.

You jointly 

determine some 

means and 

purposes, but A and 

B also identify their 

separate purposes 

and means.

You separately 

determine the 

purposes and means 

for the processing 

operation from B.

Only you determine 

the purposes and 

means of the 

processing 

operation.
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A B
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You are joint 

controllers.
You are joint 

controllers for the 

overlapping part.

You are a controller, 

B is your processor.
B is controller 

for its own 

means and 

purposes, but 

processor for 

yours.

You are a controller.

The same goes if you only 

determine the purpose, or the 

essential elements of the means.
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